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probably the major spying operation”

1 of the United States, although other | |

agencxes are in the field.

éomplamts that the CIA was operating
f An its own pmvate world; that some of -

‘added up to making foreign policy «—/

i
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b
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k. CIA people point out that most of '
its operations consist not of cloak-and-

Bies and assembling information for
£oovernment policy makers. That has

ticy is a blossommg bureaucracy, secre- .
Fily wasting gdod public, money.

The congressional watchdog for CIA .
! has been a special subcommittee head-"

which is not supposed to be its job. ' -

Jits activities around the world have ‘-

)

B od to another criticism: that the agen-

K .practice, it is not likely to damage any |
, worthwhile activities of the agency.

: ed by Sen. R.B. Russell of Georgia. It ;. '

'"includes senior members from the Sen- -

. in ‘talking about foreign affairs, and

fdte Appropriations and Armed Serv- B

E ‘ices committees —~ members who are -
 acceptable to the CIA.

.bright of Arkansas has been trying to -

;cut his Foreign Relations Committee
i in on the watchdogging. This produced -
i'that great confrontation of last August,

i when jthe Senate went into extra- -
i ‘ordinary secret session for five hours,
{f-' Sen.. Russell

| (.om_mlttee Dark hints were . dropped
b, Fulbrxght’s eritics: that hls men;

by "

"
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The Central Intelhgence Agency is . -

Bdagger esplonage, but of clipplng stor-..

. "criticizing the policies of various ad-

. “-of them has been seriously regarded by-!
6,‘ For some time, Sen. J. Wllllam Ful- -

couldn’t be trusted w1th national se- \
crets. In the end, the Senate voted -
overwhelmingly 'for Russell and

... +against Fulbright. - ‘ 2
For a long time, there have been " :

It is somewhat surprising then, that X
_ Russell has now quietly invited Ful-: *{

L brlght and two of his colleagues, Sens. i

‘Mike. -Mansfield of Montana and'
Bourke ‘B.-Hickenloopér of Iowa, to sit ‘?
in with the CIA committee. . '

It is also reassuring. It deals head-
,on with the valid argument that Sen-
ate experts in forelgn affairs ought to j

4 have some direct knowledge of CIA ac- .-

. tivities that touch on that field. If this |
“inhibits the CIA from such fiascoes as
-the Bay of Pigs, so much the better. In" |

Mansfield, Hickenlooper, and par-’
ticularly Fulbright have not been shy .

- ministrations over the years. But none -

“their informed colleagues as likely to '

" give away any legitimate 'secrets. Rt
Sen, Russell’s move is both conci-!

llatory and wise. Whether many Amer- ’

',, icans like it or not, the CIA inevitably .
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want to. Broader oversight is needed.

‘has an 1mpact on-U.S. policy around

.-+ the world in these complicated times.
charged Fulbnght '
{ with trying to “muscle in”. on the CIA ".;,-..‘

as a.largely free -agent, and shouldn't”
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“The agency can't be allowed to operate | g*
|

Sen. Russen has acted to provxdea 1t
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